Picture archiving and communication systems and videoconference for medical communication.
The following summarize the present capability and future potential for telecommunications in radiology: 1. When used as a central archiving, reporting, and directing unit PACS principally leads to an increased economy and centralization and allows a more rational and efficient use of experienced staff and a better education for the young physicians. 2. PACS also have the capability to produce composite imaging, whereby an overall report, consisting of different radiologic examinations can be obtained. The integration of image and text data and the digital link between specialized clinical departments also makes immediate transmission of images and reports possible. 3. Analog and digital videoconferences permit long distance communication and consultation between specialists, without physicians and radiologists having to change location. These television conferences also lead to an important enhancement of education, providing interaction with specialists who might not usually be available.